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Abstract: This paper takes Principles of Urban and Rural Planning, a basic theoretical course for urban and rural
planning majors in application-oriented undergraduate university, as an example, discusses the humanistic qualities and
spiritual underpinnings that urban and rural planners of the new era should have in order to face the frontiers of the
industry and the reality of the society, constructs the framework ‘ 4321 of ideological and political education, and
highlights the ideological and political elements corresponding to the main knowledge points in the core chapters of the
course. The article uses two in-class teaching practice activities, planning case sharing sessions and classroom micro-
debates , as typical examples to analyze how to convey ideological and political elements to students and at the same time
enhance their understanding and mastery of planning expertise. The study of ideological and political education in this
paper can provide some references for the construction of ideological and political education in urban and rural planning
majors , human geography and urban and rural planning majors in similar colleges and universities.
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Fig.1 Framework ‘4321’ of ideological and political education for the course

principles of town and country planning
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Fig. 2 Ideological and political elements corresponding to

the main chapter points of the course
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Updated current news and policy documents related to ideological and political education for

this course for the fall semester of 2022
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Table 2 Highlights of some of the student group presentations on typical examples of domestic and international
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planning and the instructor’s explanations of the ideological and political elements in these cases
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Table 3 Some of the arguments for and against the mini-debate in the classroom
and the corresponding ideological and political elements
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